Why Source-Separated Recycling Still Works for Centre County

When people think about recycling, one question comes up often: Why doesn’t Centre
County use single-stream recycling, where everything goes into one bin?

It's a fair question. Single-stream recycling may seem easier and more convenient
because residents don't have to separate materials. But convenience doesn’t always
lead to better results.

At the Centre County Recycling and Refuse Authority (CCRRA), we continue to use a
source-separated recycling system because it delivers better outcomes for our
community, our environment, and the long-term success of recycling in Centre County.

The biggest advantage of source separation is simple: cleaner materials. When paper,
cardboard, glass, metal cans, and plastic bottles are separated before collection, they
stay cleaner and are easier to process into new products. Cleaner materials have
greater value in recycling markets and are far more likely to actually be recycled.

In single-stream systems, recyclable materials are mixed together. Glass breaks and
contaminates paper. Residue can spread across otherwise recyclable materials. As
contamination increases, more materials end up being discarded and sent to the landfill
instead of being recycled. That is exactly what we work hard to avoid.

Centre County’s recycling program has been successful for decades. In fact, our
recycling rate exceeds 50 percent - well above Pennsylvania’s state recycling goal of 25
percent. That's a strong indication that our current system is working. This success is
not accidental. It's the result of a community that cares deeply about waste reduction
and environmental responsibility.

Residents, businesses, schools, and municipalities across Centre County have built a
strong recycling culture over many years. People here understand that recycling is more
than simply throwing something into a bin - it's about making choices that reduce waste
and conserve resources. Source-separated recycling supports that mindset.

It also helps to control costs. Switching to single-stream recycling would require major
investments in equipment, facility upgrades, and additional processing. Those costs
could ultimately impact residents and taxpayers.

By maintaining a system that already performs well, CCRRA can continue focusing
resources on improving services, expanding recycling opportunities, and investing in
new waste diversion programs. This is especially important as Centre County continues
working toward broader sustainability goals, including reducing landfill waste.



At CCRRA, our vision is ambitious: Zero Waste for Centre County.

That means reducing waste whenever possible, reusing materials whenever we can,
and recycling effectively when materials reach the end of their first life. Source-
separated recycling remains one of the strongest tools we have to achieve that goal.

Sometimes the best solution isn't the newest or easiest option but the one that
consistently delivers results. And here in Centre County, source-separated recycling
continues to do exactly that.

If you would like to learn more about recycling in Centre County, you can always visit
our website at ccrra.org, follow us on our various social media pages or contact us by
phone or email. You can also see recycling in action by scheduling a tour with me.

Thanks for listening and thanks for recycling!



